Malacca Youth Declaration on Sustainable Development of

Environment and Disaster Management

We, the participants of the World Youth Foundation’s International Conference on Environment and Disaster Management “ Our Shrinking World” held from August  26-29, 2005 in Melaka, Malaysia representing youth organizations and institutions of 15 countries, after careful and thorough evaluation of plenary sessions and discussions, proclaim the following commitments for effective youth participation in promoting sustainability within the environmental and disaster management agenda.

1) Government accountability and responsibility

Governments are urged to take an active interest in environmental issues, whilst taking into consideration transcendental issues, including socio-economic impact. These include making transparent and providing access to information on policies, mechanisms and enforcement outcomes. Governments are also called upon to provide funding or grants to non-governmental youth-based organisations with an environmental interest. Through this, youth organizations will play its part as lobby group for the environmental cause, providing support towards the realisation of the above aim.

2) Global focal point for youth initiatives 

We are now seeking to create a network among existing youth organizations/representatives. Upon establishing this, we look towards collaborating with youth organisations from other countries with similar visions to join the network and enhance our role as stewards of creation and environmental sustainability. 
3) Fostering linkages, with UNEP ‘TUNZA’ and/other regional youth environmental initiatives

3.1
We also hope to establish relations with global environmental agencies  that will serve as a term of reference for similar youth initiatives at a regional level. To this end, we recommend that further and ongoing meetings and conferences be held to fulfill this objective.
3.2 Exchange of ideas and experiences, including sharing of best practices and success stories among the various youth-environmental initiatives is also recommended. 

3.3 We also hope to encourage aid from existing funding agencies regionally and globally to support the efforts and activities of youth based initiatives.
4) Legislation and regulation

4.1 In the absence of legislation, we recommend that youth representatives in the member countries play an active role in pushing for the formulation of new legislation and regulation relating to the environment and disaster management.
4.2 We further recommend that youth organisations are incorporated in the evaluation of existing laws for example the Kyoto Protocol, and the Millennium Development Goals.  
4.3 We also call for more effective methods of law enforcement relating to the  environment. 
5) Education and Training

5.1
We urge that environmental and disaster management issues be integrated within the educational syllabi at all levels. 
Consistent with this education and communication materials need to be made freely accessible to all, in particular to those who are not within the formal education system (i.e. in countries where formal education is not compulsory, rural areas and homemakers).
5.2 Also, we recommend that learning resource centres be created as avenue for training and education, as well as data banking in the area of environment and disaster management.
6) Disaster Management and Mitigation

We recommend the following: 
6.1 In the absence of a Disaster Early Warning System (DEWS), we advocate for the adoption/introduction of appropriate technology for this purpose, and where. (DEWS) are already in place, youth organisations will push for the review and enhancement of existing technology; 

· institutionalization of community-based disaster management (addressing also community based disaster risk management);
· government and private sectors need to give more attention to community preparedness and participation in disaster management, as local communities are often the first and most effective responders to calamities;
· mechanisms need to be created to ensure that participation of young people in the development of community preparedness measures; and
· to promote and prevent the onset of ‘manmade’  disasters.

7) Economic Concerns 

We also call upon all stakeholders to promote sustainable consumption throughout the production consumption chain, in a bid to promote equity in consumption – in and among countries. Governments and corporate leaders must be aware that in striving for positive economic growth, the environment of nation states’ and the world should not be unduly compromised. Accordingly we recommend the effective use of existing tools and mechanisms such as Environment Impact statements, Cost Benefit Analysis as well as the development of new paradigms and methods. 

8) 
Conclusion  
We, the young people, now take it upon ourselves to be the key players in developing environmental solutions. Our objective is to collectively contribute to efforts to achieve sustainable living on Earth. We see our intervention as a positive and timely step towards creating forums for lobbying - starting from community level rising to international levels, in a bid to save OUR SHRINKING WORLD!
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26-29th August 2005, Renaissance Melaka Hotel, Melaka, Malaysia . 

Adopted this 29th day of August 2005, Melaka , Malaysia. 


