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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

LET ME FIRST EXTEND THE TRADITIONAL MALAY GREETING OF ‘SELAMAT DATANG’ TO HISTORIC MELAKA TO OUR FOREIGN GUESTS AND THOSE PRESENT HERE TONIGHT.  AS WE POETICALLY SAY IN MALAY:
KAPAL DAGANG DARI SEBERANG

SARAT MUATAN KAYU MERANTI

DARI JUAH TUAN-PUAN DATANG

ORANG MELAKA SEDIA MENANTI

WHICH MEANS:

TRADING SHIPS COMING FROM AFAR

LADEN WITH MERANTI WOOD

FROM DISTANCE LANDS LADIES AND GENTLEMEN COME

THE PEOPLE OF MELAKA WAIT WARMLY TO GREET

IT IS INDEED MY PRIVILEGE AND PLEASURE TO WELCOME ALL OF YOU TO THIS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 2005.

AS YOU ARE AWARE, THE THEME OF THIS CONFERENCE IS “OUR SHRINKING WORLD” AND THIS TOPIC IS ONE THAT REQUIRES SERIOUS ATTENTION FROM ALL SECTIONS OF SOCIETY.
I WAS INFORMED THAT 18 SPEAKERS WILL BE PRESENTING THEIR PAPERS TO ABOUT 120 PARTICIPANTS DURING THE CONFERENCE AND ALMOST HALF REPRESENT YOUTH DELEGATES FROM 20 COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD. 
IN THIS RESPECT, YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THIS CONFERENCE IS A REFLECTION OF THE COMMITMENT TOWARDS TACKLING THESE IMPORTANT ISSUES AS A UNITED GLOBAL FAMILY. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

as citizens of the 21st century, we have made great strides in the advancement of the sciences and stand at the threshold of new found discoveries. 

however, there is a price that comes with rapid economic and physical development. THE result OF THIS IS THE extreme environmental consequences WE ARE EXPERIENCING TODAY ON a GLOBAL SCALE.
IT IS CLEAR THAT strain TO the earth’s natural resources and ecological systems will surely spell disaster for future generations. without sustainable basic life giving ELEMENTS, there would be little to sustain life.

even as i speak, human activitiy IS one of the main causes of CLIMATE CHANGE. GLOBAL WARMING IS NOW AN accepted scientific fact AND WEATHER PATTERNS CHANGEs ARE EVIDENT OF THIS.
there are numerous examples where we directly alter the environment. THIS INCLUDES harmful gas emissions INTO THE ATMOSPHERE to TRADITIONAL OPEN-BURNING OF VAST TRACTS OF FORESTS IN CERTAIN PARTS OF THE WORLD resultng in haze.
also, LIMITED natural resources such as water and oil ARE ALSO becomING sourceS of conflict BETWEEN NATIONS. THUS, THE CONTINUED DECLINE OF biological systems and biodiversity PAINTS AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE FOR young people. 
such is the case of the recent sharp rise in global oil prices. only yesterday, oil prices rose to its highest EVER at us66 dollars per barrel. speculation in oil prices is due to the fear that hurricane ivan will result in lower output in oil production in the gulf of mexico.
as such, the preservation, protection and sound management of our fragile natural resources are CRUCIAL.

this is particularly true for the asia Pacific region. IT is the single largest geograhpical landmass that is home to more that half of the world’s inhabitants.
from the ecological prespective, the region is also the RICHES AND most bio-diverse diverse that SUPPORTS a multitude of unique eco systems. 
however, factors such as accelerated population growth and RAPID development have put increasing pressurre on many of our fragile eco-systems. it is such eco-systems that have a direct impact on how our future WILL BE shaped.  
ladies and gentlemen

The forces of mother nature is something that should be well respected. the 26th December 2004 earthquake and following tsunami is a good example of how extreme environmental changes can alter lives IN A MATTER OF HOURS. 

the 9.2 earthquake was one of largest ever recorded and the FOLLOWING tsunami directly affected 12 nations resulting in the loss of over 280,000 lives and billions in damageS.

following the tragedy, many asian countries have since agreed for the setting up of a tsunami early warning system to better protect lives AND PROPERTY of those living along the coastAL REGIONS.
IN AN IMMEDIATE RESPONSE TO THIS, THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT HAS SET ASIDE RM100 MILLION FOR THE PROTECTION AND RESTORATION OF COASTAL MANGROVE FORESTS IN SEVERAL STATES IN THE COUNTRY.

malaysian PRIME MINISTER HIMSELF, THE RT. HON. DATUK SERI ABDULLAH AHMAD BADAWI HAD ORDERED THat mangrove FORESTS BE PROTECTED AND NOT CLEARED WITHOUT PROPER JUSTIFICATIONS. 

I AM PROUD TO SAY THAT MALAYSIA IS GOING THE EXTRA MILE IN RESOLVING ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT.

IN RESPECT OF THE HOT-SPOTS AND HAZE FROM NEIGHBORING SUMATRA, THE MALAYSIAN government HAS SEND 128 FIRE-FIGHTERS AND A smart TEAM TO HELP PUT OUT FIRES THERE. THIS includES CLOUD-SEEDLING effort by A ROYAL MALAYSIAN AIR-FORCE C-130 PLANE. 

ANOTHER BREAKTHROUGH TOWARDS THE CONTRIBUTION IN DISASTER MANAGEMENT IS THE RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT BY A MALAYSIAN SCIENCETIS WHO HAS INVENTED A SPECIAL RADAR SYSTEM THAT CAN DETECT An approaching TSUNAMI 200KM OFF-SHORE.
I AM CERTAIN THAT ISSUES ON ENVIRONMENT AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT WILL BE AMONG THE MAIN POINTS OF DISCUSSIONS DURING THE 11TH ASEAN SUMMIT THAT WILL BE HOSTED IN MALAYSIA LATER THIS YEAR.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN
over the past few years, the global community HAS beEn givING more attention IN involving youth in ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT RELATED activities.  
Young people constitute a large part of the world’s population. Almost half of the nearly 6.4 billion people in the world are under the age of 25. At present, over 3 billion individualS of the world’s population are children or youth.

 In terms of youth alone, there are 1.3 billion young people aged between 15 and 24. According to the World Youth Report 2003, almost 60 per cent of these young people live in the developing countries of Asia.
we now live In a world where the number of young people has become the largest in history relative to the adult population. 

as such, One of the targets of Millennium Development Goal 7 (to ensure environmental sustainability), is to engage young people In environmental issues. THEY MUST BE DIRECTLY INVOLVED AND BE DEVELOPED AS leaders of social and environmental entrepreneurship. 

The participation of youth in environmental protection can be sought at various levels ranging from grass-roots activism and participation in conservation projects to policy-making bodies and NGOs.

Here the role of youth is central.  it is from this generation that heightened awareness can most easily be achieved.

Principle 21 of Agenda 21, adopted at the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro, reads as follows:

“The creativity, ideals and courage of the youth of the world should be mobilized to forge a global partnership in order to achieve sustainable development and ensure a better future for all”

The future of the world will be determined by today’s young people. They represent our best hope and therefore we must nurture, care for and educate them. 
IN MELAKA, THE MELAKA HISTORIC CITY COUNCIL HAS ADOPTED AND IMPLEMENTED LOCAL AGENDA 21 INTO ITS youth and COMMUNITY PROGRAM SINCE APRIL 2002.

THE OBJECTIVES IMPLEMENTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL INCLUDE THOSE DIRECTLY CONNECTED TO ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES SUCH AS RECYCLING, CLEALINESS, LANDSCAPING AND EDUCATION AWARENESS PROGRAMS.

IN ADDITION TO THIS, THE melaka STATE GOVERNMENT has also taken steps to gazatte several green lungs and forest as a commitment towards environment protection and preservation.

this includes gazatteing additional 11.5 hectares at the existing 100 hectares tanjung tuan’s world famous bird watching sancturay with another 4 hectares of mangrove gazatted in ujong pasir.  we have also gazatted the bukit sedanan park as a new forest reserve.  

meanwhile, one of the proudest achievements undertaken by the state is the rehabilitation and beautification of historic melaka river. 

the historic river was once known as ‘the venice of the east’ but uncontrolled development and improper sewarage over 600 years had resulted in heavy pollution.

the ambitious project to undo the damage was initiatied in 2001 in several phases and today the melaka river is once again the pride of the state.
an estimated rm269 to rm316 million is expected to be spent to restore and beautify the river. this includes proper landscaped ‘river-walk’ and boardwalks including sewerage treatment and A water-barrage.

the project is almost at is final stages of completion and i hope that delegates and participants will be able to experience a cool walk along the river.

Ladies and Gentlemen

Much of the environmentally relevant information can come not only through formal education but from the media. the media can be a powerful tool for education. 
In principle, environmental education and the media could join in a larger process of creating greater social awareness.  this area is one of the highlights of this conference.
The idea of acTive participation is based on the conviction that youth themselves are the best resource and agents for promoting and implementing postive changeS.  
 I am pleased to say that the foundaTion support events like this as it provides the opportunities for young people to network globally and to explore inovative ways of tackling the issues at hand.
The work that we will do in this Conference will also be important. this is because a youth declaration on environment and disaster management will be issued following the conclusion of the conference.

the declaration will be forwarded to united nation’s environment program tunza youth network and other relevant agencies for further action.  
You have the capacity to take those ideas and decide how you can build the momentum for sustainable DEVELOPMENT in your own ORGANIZAITONS AND communities.

the future iS IN your hands and one day you will be making decisions and shaping A BETTER tomorrow FOR the world. 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

IN KEEPING WITH THE SPIRIT OF YOUTH DEVELOPMENT, I HAD DECLARED MELAKA AS A YOUTH STATE IN A MOVE TO ENCOURAGE MORE YOUNG PEOPLE TO INVOLVE THEMSELVES WITH POSITIVE ACTIVITIES. 
TO FURTHER BACK THIS COMMITMENT, I AM GLAD TO ANNOUNCE THE COMPLETION OF THE WYF COMPLEX. THE COMPLEX WILL SERVE AS THE FOUNDATION’S NEW HEADQUATERS AND THAT OF SEVERAL OTHER YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS U.N’S WORLD ASSEMBLY OF YOUTH SECRETARIAT AND THE MELAKA YOUTH COUNCIL.

THE COMPLEX IS A DREAM COME TRUE AND I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE TRUSTEES OF THE FOUNDATION AS WELL AS THE STAFF OF THE FOUNDATION IN MAKING IT A REALITY. 

BEFORE I CONCLUDE, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE ECONOMIC PLANNING UNIT IN THE PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT, THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE, THE MINISTRY OF YOUTH & SPORTS, THE HEALTH MINISTRY, MAXIS CORPORATION, YAYASAN MELAKA, K.K.EARTHWORKS, PERSONA METRO, SHELL MALAYSIA, SOUTHERN WASTE MANAGEMENT, THE MELAKA HISTORIC CITY COUNCIL FOR THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THIS CONFERENCE. 

WITH THAT, I HEREBY DECLARE THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 2005 OFFICIALLY OPEN.
THANK YOU AND ENJOY THE EVENING.

