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Green Youth Ambassadors
World Youth Foundation 
What is the Green Youth Ambassador 

The GYA is an outcome of the International Training Workshop for Youth representatives on Environment and Disaster Management which was initiated by the World Youth Foundation. The idea is derived from the significant role youth can play towards contributing to an environmentally sustainable future. 

The Green Youth Ambassador (GYA) initiative hopes to organize annual meetings supported by WYF in collaboration with UNEP YouthXchange West Asia and related stakeholders with the aims of :

· Introducing national and regional youth - related environment activities in West Asia and elsewhere on Disaster Risk Management

· Spreading awareness on global environmental issues

· Training for Youth by Youth

· Acting as a Youth Advisory Council for governments

Objectives of the GYA Initiative 

· Promote global environmental awareness and implement projects with specific national scope 

· Educate people within communities on environmental sustainability and encourage them to participate in related events

· Collaborate with various agencies (UNEP, NGOs, governments, educational institutions, media, student bodies, etc)

Responsibilities 

· To keep informed about current environmental affairs, if necessary by maintaining a database

· To communicate and network with recognized institutions and experts in the field

· To sustain communication and coordination among Green Youth Ambassadors and Associate Ambassadors

· To assist fellow ambassadors in projects

· To learn best practices and to initiate replication of similar projects in home countries

· To disseminate information on international projects to respective youth communities / organizations

· To promote and provide support for youth environmental activities

Expectations from WYF

· To seek confirmation from the respective organization’s for Ambassadors and Associate Ambassadors selected; where there are none, to ask youth organizations within the specific countries to nominate one.

· WYF will correspond with international agencies to promote the GYA initiative 

· To assist in seeking funds for projects implemented by GYA 

· WYF logos will be permitted to be used for GYA cards, letterhead, presentations, publicity materials, etc (with WYF secretariat address on card/letterhead)

Guidelines 
Basic Requirements for Ambassadors
· Age between 18 to 25 years at time of election

· Only eligible for nomination in the country of residence 

· Must be a youth worker/leader or member of a youth organization 

· Possess good communication skills in English and have access to, and be reasonably proficient in, worldwide communication technology 

· Serve for a maximum of one term of one year, provided they fulfill all eligibility requirements. The title of Ambassador and Associate is limited to the period of their service. 

· Once unanimously defined as non-functional for a period of six months or more by the Secretariat, GYA will be removed by a decision of WYF

· In decision-making/voting processes, each country will be entitled to one vote only

· Membership is open to all countries participating in previous and upcoming WYF conferences

· Minimum monthly correspondence – 1-2 page report to WYF and the Secretariat about project progress

Basic Requirement for Associate Ambassadors 
· Age between 18 to 25 years at time of election

· Only eligible for nomination in the country of residence 

· Must be a youth worker/leader or member of a youth organization 

· Possess good communication skills in English and have access to, and be reasonably proficient in, worldwide communication technology 

· Associate Ambassadors will be eligible to run for a second term. The title of Associate is limited to the period of their service. 

· Once unanimously defined as non-functional for a period of six months or more by the Secretariat, the Associate Ambassador  will be removed by a decision of WYF

· The Associate Ambassador will assist the Ambassador to achieve the objectives of the GYA 

Media Plans 

· Specific press release and press conference for GYA projects and activities with wide geographical coverage in many countries

· Promotion through means of national, regional and international:
- TV channels

   
- Radio stations

- Press publications (including WYF newsletter)

  
- Other forms of media (e.g. podcasts, satellite radios) 

· Setting up a link within WYF website , to include photos, video clips of events and other interactive elements and GYA reports

Projects 

- Guidelines

· Every GYA should draft a project proposal and submit it to WYF Secretariat, which should include:

  
 - objectives/ goals

  
 - fund-raising ideas

 
 - what is required from WYF

 - timeline for progress and completion

 - financial breakdown of funds usage

· After project completion an outcome report assessing strengths and weaknesses of the project should be submitted to WYF Secretariat Project such as outlined below might be considered. This is not an exclusive list, other innovative and worthy ideas may also be proposed.

· Projects for building awareness among youth
- campaigns: website, posters, flyers, workshops, etc
- youth-friendly projects: e.g. candle night in Japan
- eco-clubs

 
- awareness raising media programs, such as TV or radio talk - shows


- Participation in activities of national and international environment 
 
  and disaster safety days

· Projects for fund-raising 

   
- events such as concerts, exhibitions, etc.

   
- presentation of GYA projects to corporations and international 
  
  development organizations (e.g UN, World Bank)

· Projects to achieve environmental sustainability
- education for sustainable development (ESD)
- climate change
- waste management/recycling

- resource conservation (e.g electricity, fossil fuel, water)
- water cleaning: collaboration with EDA
                           - eco-tourism
                           - youth exchange programs
                           - marine conservation projects

- mitigation/risk reduction of disasters that have impact on the     environment

- post-disaster environment cleaning

· Project Assessment 

· A complete project paper with evidence of photographs and video clippings and a clear description of how young people and society has benefited from the project 

· WYF with assistance  from  APDC and UNEP will prepare a  basic project assessment guideline in the near future. 

· Continuity 

Every year the ambassadors should send a report to the secretariat.

· Support

World Youth Foundation hopes to seek the assistance of UNEP and APDC to support the GYA initiatives in terms of policy guidelines and funding. Other funding and technical support sources will also be sought.
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