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Background:

1. There are almost 1 million people newly infected in 2002, according to data from UNAIDS in collaboration with WHO recently released in the AIDS Epidemic Update 2002 in the Asia Pacific region, a further 490 000 people have died of AIDS in the past year and about 2.1 million young people (aged 15-24) are living with HIV. The regional HIV/AIDS situation is attached as Annex 1.
2. Young people are key in defeating the global HIV/AIDS epidemic because the youth represent the greatest hope in the struggle to fight AIDS. It is imperative that the youth are educated about HIV, enhancing their capacity to make informed and responsible choices. The youth play an important role in eliminating discrimination against those living with or affected by HIV/AIDS.

3. A positive enabling environment for PLWHA is needed to maintain their productivity, strengthen their support system, and remove barriers to prevention and care. A study by the Asia Pacific Network of People living with HIV/AIDS (APN+), one of our partners in developing the AWPII, has documented AIDS related discrimination in Asia, and found that the major area of discrimination in each country was within the health sector. According to the study, a high proportion of respondents were refused treatment after being diagnosed with HIV and many experienced delayed provision of treatment or services, and experienced breaches of confidentiality by health workers. A cross cutting issue was gender discrimination, and discrimination in the workplace because of their HIV status. The APN+ study further recommended increased awareness of the stigma and discrimination and human rights violation facing PLWHA and recommended the Greater Involvement of People Living with and affected by AIDS (GIPA) in policy development on a national (and regional) level.

The 7th ASEAN Declaration on HIV/AIDS and the ASEAN Work Programme on HIV/AIDS II (2002-2005)

4. The 7th ASEAN Summit Session on HIV/AIDS was held on 5 November 2001 in Brunei Darussalam in conjunction with the 7th ASEAN Summit on HIV/AIDS. The 7th ASEAN Summit adopted the Declaration on HIV/AIDS and the ASEAN Work Programme on HIV/AIDS II (2002-2005) (thereafter AWPII). 

5. The AWPII was prepared as a programme of activities to implement the provisions contained in the Declaration. One paragraph in the declaration is significant to the workshop theme and objective (Para 17):

“[To] Promote the creation of a positive environment in confronting stigma, silence and denial; elimination of discrimination; addressing the prevention, treatment, care and support needs of those in vulnerable groups and people at risk, particularly young people and women; and strengthening the capacity of the health, education and legal systems”
6. The Press Statement by the Chairman of the 7th ASEAN Summit highlighted the following points: 

a. That HIV/AIDS is a national and regional priority across Southeast Asia;

b. HIV/AIDS is not just a health problem but can also have devastating socio-economic consequences;

c. To invite our Dialogue Partners and other international agencies to support the work programme;

d. To commit the necessary resources to deal with prevention, care, support and alleviating the impact of HIV/AIDS;

e. That ASEAN must lobby for issues of common concern such as access to cheaper drugs for the millions who cannot afford such treatment; and

f. That we must strengthen exchanges and adapt technical expertise while gaining experience and learning from successful strategies from within the region. 

7. The AWP II contains 13 activity clusters and is divided into two main sections: firstly joint activities for which a regional or inter-country approach would have “added value”; and secondly, regional activities which support national programmes in a wide variety of areas such as condom promotion, STD management, treatment and care support and prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV, among other priorities. The ASEAN Task Force on AIDS has accorded highest priority to the first section on joint regional activities, which includes the following:

a. Joint Action to Increase Access to Affordable Drugs and Testing Reagents; 

b. Inter-country Activities on Mobile Population; and 

c. Promoting Multisectoral Collaboration and
d. Creating a Positive Environment, (especially for activities which require joint action) and gave top priority to this issue

Addressing Stigma and Discrimination

8. The Operational Framework for the AWPII has developed 2 project briefs under this programme area, which include: 

a. Multi Sectoral and High Level Advocacy for People Living with HIV/AIDS: Providing a Positive Environment. The project seeks to identify strategies and design advocacy plans targeting different sectors of the community, media, government and others to reduce stigma and discrimination, through regional and national training workshops on advocacy using existing advocacy materials or modified versions.
b. HIV/AIDS Training for Journalists. The previous ASEAN Work Programme on HIV/AIDS identified the important role of the media in addressing the HIV/AIDS issues and shaping the public opinion. The training for journalists seeks to enhance the role of the media and promote understanding of HIV/AIDS issues, encouraging sensitivity in reporting HIV/AIDS and ultimately contribute to create a positive environment for PLWHA.
9. In the AWPII, the Regional Activities in Support of the National Programmes support two programme areas that pertain to youth: 

a. Education programme and life-skills training for youth: There are two project briefs in the operational Framework for the AWPII entitled: 1) Strengthening National Commitment to Provision of HIV/AIDS Education: peer education and life skills approaches, and 2) Capacity building activities on life skills and peer education). The project proposals consists of regional workshops to share experiences and best practices and strategies for advocating commitment from educators and the community towards appropriate HIV education packages in the formal and informal sectors with peer education and life skills approaches and to implement and evaluate HIV/AIDS programmes for youth;

b. Strengthening regional coordination among agencies working on youth and youth networks in ASEAN: seeks to mainstream HIV/AIDS concerns in ASEAN and to promote the collaboration among ATFOA, SOMY and various organizations working with youth, as well as promoting the active participation of youth in HIV/AIDS prevention and care activities.

10. There are many organizations within the region that work on youth issues, thus underlining the importance of regional coordination (to avoid duplication) and collaboration in order to develop joint projects by youth organizations on HIV/AIDS prevention. The strengthened partnership among all the youth organizations will ensure that HIV/AIDS concerns are mainstreamed in the region.

11. UNICEF is one of the organizations working on prevention and care among young people, and they have a wide range of materials currently in use across the region, responding to specific needs and situations. The UN Regional Taskforce on Youth has now been officially evaluated and discontinued due to the multiplicity of organizations focusing on young people. Currently, coordination is being assisted by an electronic network, which disseminates materials across the region and shares new materials with agencies and individuals. More information on UNICEF’s initiatives on Young People’s Leadership in the East Asia Pacific region is attached as Annex 2.

ASEAN Initiatives under Youth and HIV/AIDS

12. The ASEAN AIDS Information and Research Reference Network (ATFOANet) is coordinated by Thailand. The project aims to set up an interactive website for ATFOA, with support from UNAIDS South East Asia and Pacific Inter-Country Team (SEAPICT) in Bangkok. As of June 2002, UNAIDS SEAPICT has built a generic template for the ATFOA e-workspace at www.dgroups.org. For more information, please refer to Annex 3.

13. The ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on Youth (SOMY), which first met in 18-20 June 2002 in Jakarta, noted that the 7th ASEAN Summit had also endorsed prevention efforts for youth in its Declaration on HIV/AIDS and that the AWP II included two youth-related projects. The Meeting also agreed that these activities should include NGOs working on HIV/AIDS.

14. To facilitate the sharing of experience on HIV/AIDS and youth, the 1st SOMY agreed that future Meetings on Youth should include an agenda item so that Member Countries could present papers to share their experience and lessons learned regarding HIV/AIDS prevention among the youth.

15. The Youth@ASEAN Webpage was officially launched at the 3rd ASEAN Ministers Meeting on Youth (AMMY) in November 2000 in Yangon, by Major-General Sein Htwa. The webpage provides a regional overview of ASEAN cooperation in youth matters, as well as comprehensive information on existing resources, programmes and activities carried out by Member Countries. Singapore has led the initiative to develop the Webpage and hyperlink it to existing national homepages and the ASEAN Secretariat homepage. The Youth@ASEAN Webpage can be accessed at www.aseanyouth.org
16. The Youth@ASEAN website now also includes the list of Skills Training Centres and to address the recommendations for coordination and information exchange of the ASEAN SkillsNet, under the initiative of the Senior Officials on Youth for out-of-school youth skills training.
17. The Workshop could consider recommending further collaboration with existing mechanisms in the ASEAN region (i.e. the Youth@ASEAN Webpage/SOMY) to either develop a special section for HIV/AIDS on the website or create a hyperlink to existing youth organizations’ websites i.e. UNICEF or ATFOANet.

****

Annex 1: 
Regional HIV/AIDS Situation
	 
	Member Country
	Total population (thousand)
	Number of people living with HIV/AIDS
	HIV/AIDS prevalence (%) in adults (15-49yrs.)
	Number of children living with HIV/AIDS (0-14yrs.)
	AIDS deaths (adults and children) in 1999
	Cumulative AIDS orphans
	Year first detected HIV/AIDS
	Main mode of transmission

	 
	 
	End of 1999
	End of 2001
	End of 1999
	End of 2001
	End of 1999
	End of 2001
	End of 1999
	End of 2001
	End of 1999
	End of 2001
	End of 1999
	End of 2001
	
	

	1
	Brunei Darussalam
	321
	335
	< 100
	< 100
	0.20
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	1986
	Sexual

	2
	Cambodia
	10,931
	13,441
	169,000
	170,000
	2.80
	2.70
	5,000
	12,000
	14,000
	12,000
	13,000
	55,000
	1990
	Sexual

	3
	Indonesia
	209,178
	214,840
	52,000
	120,000
	0.05
	0.10
	680
	1,300
	3,100
	4,600
	2,000
	18,000
	1987
	Sexual

	4
	Lao PDR
	5,301
	5,403
	1,400
	1,400
	0.05
	< 0.1
	< 100
	< 100
	130
	< 150
	280
	…
	1989
	Sexual

	5
	Malaysia
	21,817
	22,633
	49,000
	42,000
	0.42
	0.40
	550
	770
	1,900
	2,500
	680
	14,000
	1986
	IDU

	6
	Myanmar
	45,064
	48,364
	530,000
	530,000
	1.99
	…
	14,000
	…
	48,000
	…
	43,000
	…
	1988
	Sexual

	7
	Philippines
	74,444
	77,131
	28,000
	9,400
	0.07
	< 0.1
	1,300
	< 10
	1,200
	720
	1,500
	4,100
	1984
	Sexual

	8
	Singapore
	3,518
	4,108
	4,000
	3,400
	0.19
	0.20
	< 100
	< 100
	210
	140
	120
	…
	1985
	Sexual

	9
	Thailand
	60,841
	63,584
	695,000
	670,000
	1.91
	1.80
	20,000
	21,000
	66,000
	55,000
	75,000
	290,000
	1984
	Sexual

	10
	Viet Nam
	78,639
	79,175
	100,000
	130,000
	0.24
	0.30
	2,500
	2,500
	2,500
	6,600
	3,200
	22,000
	1990
	IDU

	 
	ASEAN
	510,054
	529,014
	1,628,500
	1,676,200
	
	
	44,230
	37,570
	137,040
	81,560
	138,780
	403,100
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	Figures at the end of 1999 from  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	1. Report on the global HIV/AIDS epidemic, June 2000, UNAIDS, Geneva
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	2. HIV/AIDS Country Profiles: The 5th Asian Workshop, Going to Scale: From Pilot Projects to National Responses 12 – 16 February 2001, Bangkok, Thailand
	

	
	
	3. Medium-Term Work Programme to Operationalise the ASEAN Regional Programme on HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control (1995 – 2000)
	
	

	
	
	4. Cambodia: Ministry of Health, 2001
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	5. Communication from the Ministry of Health, Myanmar, on 29 August 2001
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	6. ASEAN Work Programme on HIV/AIDS II (2002-2005)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Figures at the end of 2001 from 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	7. Report on the global HIV/AIDS epidemic, June 2002, UNAIDS Geneva
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