SPEECH OF THE CHIEF MINISTER OF MELAKA

AND CHAIRMAN OF WORLD YOUTH FOUNDATION

AT CLOSING CEREMONY OF THE

INTERNATIONAL TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR 

YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES ON ENVIRONMENT  

AND  DISASTER MANAGEMENT

EQUATORIAL HOTEL MELAKA

22ND AUGUST 2005 TIME:8.00PM
ASSALAMUALAIKUM W.B.T 

VERY GOOD EVENING TO:

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE

ECONOMIC PLANNING UNIT IN THE PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT

REPRESENTATIVE

MINSITRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATIONAL RESOURCES MALAYSIA 

DATUK RAJA RUSLAN 

DATUK SUHAIMI IBRAHIM 

TRUSTEES, WORLD YOUTH FOUNDATION 

MR. IBRAHIM NOURI AL-ZUBI

UNEP YouthXchange Project

UNITED NATION’S ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM REPRESENTATIVE 

FOR WEST ASIA 

MS CHAITALI DAVE, 

PROJECT OFFICER, EARTHQUAKE MITIGATION, UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

INDIA 

DR IFTEKHAR AHMED

PROJECT MANAGER, ASIAN DISASTER PREPAREDNESS CENTRE 

BANGKOK

SIOBHAN LEYDEN

DUBAI EYE RADIO 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

DONORS, SPONSORS, GUEST AND DELEGATES

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

IT IS INDEED MY PRIVILEGE AND PLEASURE TO WELCOME ALL OF YOU TO THIS INTERNATIONAL TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES ON ENVIRONMENT AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 2006.

BEFORE PROCEEDING ANY FURTHER, LET ME WISH YOU THE CUSTOMARY MALAY GREETING OF ‘SELAMAT DATANG’ TO THE HISTORIC STATE OF MELAKA. THIS GRETTING INCLUDES A PANTUN OR RHYME.

“TRADING SHIPS FROM DISTANT SHORES,

LADEN WITH MERANTI WOOD,

FROM AFAR LADIES AND GENTLEMEN HAVE COME,   

THE PEOPLE OF MELAKA ARE READY TO WELCOME.”

I HAPPY TO LEARN THAT THERE ARE SOME 90 PARTICIPATNS FROM 20 COUNTRIES WHO HAVE TAKEN PART IN THE 5 DAY TRAINING WORKSHOP. 

THIS WORKSHOP IS A FOLLOW UP of the International Conference on Environment and Disaster Management THAT WAS HELD in Melaka from 26 – 29th August 2005. 

THE CONFERENCE LAST YEAR LED TO THE  adoptION OF the MELAKA Youth Declaration on Sustainable Development of Environment and Disaster Management.  

THIS TRAINING PROGRAM AS A RESULT TO “OPERATIONALIZE THE DECALARATION” AND IS AIMED AT BUILDING LINKAGES BETWEEN YOUTHS GLOBALLY AND RELEVENT AGENCIES SUCH AS UNEP.

ladies and gentlemen

International Year of Deserts and Desertification AND GLOBAL WARMING.

THE YEAR 2006 has been designated BY THE UNITED NATIONS AS the International Year of Deserts and Desertification AND IS THE THEME FOR THE World Environment Day 2006.  

THIS THEME IS TIMELY AS GLOBAL WARMING IS MORE THAN JUST A TERM TODAY. bASED ON SCIENTIFIC DATA GATHERED FROM AROUND THE WORLD, THE 20TH CENTURY AND THE LAST DECADE WERE THE HOTTEST ON RECORD. 

A DRIER AND WARMER EARTH WILL SURELY HAVE A BIG IMPACT ON ECONOMIES AND SOCIETIES OF MANY NATIONS.  CURRENTLY, 43 PERCENT OF THE EARTH’S TOTAL LAND SURFACE IS CATERGORIZED AS DRYLANDS - LANDS WITH LOW RAINFALL AND HIGH RATES OF EVAPORATION. 

THESE CRITICAL AREAS ARE NOW HOME TO AN ESTIMATED 2 BILLION PEOPLE OR ONE-THIRD THE GLOBAL POPOULATION. MOST OF THIS 2 BILLION PEOPLE LIVE IN SOME OF THE POORER NATIONS. 

as IT WARMS UP, WEATHER PATTERNS ARE PREDICTED TO CHANGE AND WILL RESULT IN Desertification OF LARGER SECTIONS OF THE EARTH. THIS WILL MAKE CONDITIONS less livable AND PUT GREATER PRESURRE ON LIMITED natural sources.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

THE Millennium Development Goal 7 and world youth report 

THE Millennium Development Goal 7 CALLS FOR environmental sustainabilitY WHILE ENCOUGARING GOVERNEMENTS AND NGOs to engage young people In environmental issues. 

THIS IS CRUCIAL AS BASED ON THE World Youth Report 2005, ROUGHLY 1.3 BILLION PEOPLE ARE AGE 15 TO 24 WITH almost 60 percent of these young people livING IN the developing countries of Asia.

i AM PROUD TO SAY THAT THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN PROACTIVE MEASURES to adDress environmental concerns.  BESIDES ADOPTING SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT POLICIES AND LAWS, THE GOVERNMENT ALSO ENCOURAGES THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY.   

FROM WASTE RECYCLING TO EFFICEINT ENEGRY AND WATER USAGE, THE GOVERNMENT’s genuine effort can been seen from the thrust of its 9th malaysian plan (9mp), a national blue-print covering a period from 2006 to 2010.

the 9th malaysian plan - TOTAL OF RM1.13 BILLION FOR ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION PURPOSES.

in his address to the nation when presenting the 9th malaysian plan, our beloved prime minister YaB Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi recognized the need TO STRIKE A BALANCE BETWEEN SUTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION. 
though malaysia is blessed by god with abundance of natural resources and biodiversity, he ecohed fears that human greed and irresponsible acts could destory our precious environment.

I quote him: 

“OUR TREASURES WILL BECOME EXTINCT AND GOD’S GIFTS LOST FOREVER. WE MUST LEARN OUR LESSONS FROM PAST MISTAKES.”

AS SUCH, RM510 MILLION HAS BEEN ALLOCATED FOR CLEANING, PRESERVING AND BEAUTIFYING RIVERS; RM350 MILLION FOR COASTAL MANAGEMENT; RM200 MILLION FOR REFORESTATION; AND ANOTHER RM70 MILLION FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF WILDLIFE AND PROTECTED AREAS UNDER THE 9TH MALAYSIAN PLAN.

tHE ALLOCATION OF RM1.13BILLION WILL INVOLVE SETTING STANDARDS, ENFORCEMENT AND WELL-PLANNED DEVELOPMENT WHILE LOOKing INTO WAYS TO INCULCATE A LOVE FOR NATURE.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

MELAKA’S VENICE OF THE EAST.

AS FOR MELAKA, I AM PROUD TO SAY THAT ALMOST HALF A BILLION RINGGIT HAS BEEN SPENT TO REHABILITATE AND BEAUTIFY HISTORIC MELAKA RIVER.

the river was once known as ‘the venice of the east’ DURING THE 15TH CENTURY MELAKA SULTANATE EMPIRE. HOWEVER uncontrolled development and improper sewarage over 600 years had resulted in heavy pollution TO IT.

IN 2001, THE MELAKA STATE government EMBARKED ON A MULTI PHASE PROJECT TO RESTORE THE RIVER. THE PROJECT COVERED proper landscaped ‘river-walkS’ and boardwalks including sewerage treatment and A water-barrage.

THE PROJECT IS ALMOST COMPLETED AND TODAY WE HAVE SUCCEEDED IN REHABILITATING AND BEAUTIFYING A 7KM STRECTH OF THE RIVER TO ITS FORMER GLORY AS THE “VENICE OF THE EAST”.

I WAS INFORMED THAT YOU WENT ON A RIVER CRUISE YESTERDAY AS PART OF YOUR FIELD STUDY VISIT. I HOPE YOU HAD A FUN TIME AND ENJOYED THE RIVER CRUISE.

AS YOU MAY BE AWARE, MELAKA IS A RELATIVELY COMPACT STATE OF ABOUT 1,650 SQUARE KILMOTERES. aS SUCH, WE HAVE TO ENSURE SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND LIMITED RESOURCES.

ONE SUCH MOVE WAS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MELAKA BIOTECH INSTITUTE. tHE INSTITUTE’S RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IS BEING PUT TO GOOD USE TO MAXIMISE AGRO AND AQUA CULTURE OUTPUT.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

WYF IN CLEAN UP THE WORLD

I AM GLAD TO INFORM YOU THAT IN JULY THIS YEAR THE FOUNDATION BECAME A MEMBER OF THE AUSTRALIAN BASED CLEAN UP THE WORLD WHICH HAS 35 MILLION VOLUNTEERS IN MORE THAN 100 COUNTRIES.

THE PROGRAM IS AIMED AT ISPIRING  INDIVIDUALS, ORGANIZATIONS AND COMMUNITIES TO CLEAN UP, FIX UP AND CONSERVE THE ENVRIONMENT. 
IN 2007 THE FOUNDATION HOPES TO KICKSTART AN ANNUAL NATIONAL LEVEL CAMPAIGN TO CLEAN UP RUBBISH FROM THE COUNTRY’S BEACHES. 

i WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE FOUNDATION IN ORGANIZING THE CAMPAIGN AND WELCOME YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT IN BOTH CASH AND KIND.  

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

LIVE INTERVIEW WITH DUBAI EYE RADIO.

OVER THE LAST 5 DAYS, I AM SURE YOU HAVE WORKED HARD TO ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVES OF THIS INTERNATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMME. 

I AM DELIGHTED ALSO TO KNOW THAT A LIVE INTERVIEW WITH DUBAI EYE RADIO WAS HELD AND A GREEN YOUTH AMBASSADOR WAS SELECTED. THESE ARE NO SMALL ACHIVEMENTS AND I AM PROUD OF WHAT YOU ARE DOING. 

THE FOUNDATION IS COMMITTED IN BEING AN ACTIVE STAKEHOLDER IN THE FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES AND WE ASSURE YOU WE WILL DO OUR BEST FOR ITS REALIZATION. 

THE WORLD YOUTH FOUNDATION COMPLEX

I AM ALSO HAPPY TO ANNOUCE THAT THE FOUNDATION IS THE PROUD OWNER OF THE WORLD YOUTH FOUNDATION COMPLEX WHICH IS ALREADY IN ITS OPERATING STAGE.  

THE REALISATION OF THE COMPLEX IS A DREAM COME TRUE AND I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE TRUSTEES OF THE FOUNDATION AS WELL AS THE STAFF OF THE FOUNDATION IN MAKING IT A REALITY. 
I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK THE RELEVANT GOVERNMENTAL MINISTRIES AND PRIVATE SECTOR FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS  TOWARDS THE TRAINING WORKSHOP. 

I HOPE YOU HAD THE CHANCE TO SIGHT SEE MELAKA AND TAKE HOME FOND MEMORIES. I HOPE THAT YOU WILL RETURN TO VISIT US AGAIN SOON OR IN 2007 DURING VISIT MALAYSIA YEAR.

WITH THAT, I HEREBY DECLARE THIS INTERNATIONAL TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES ON ENVIRONMENT AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 2006 OFFICIALLY CLOSED. 

THANK YOU 

 
 

RT HON DATUK SERI MOHD ALI RUSTAM 
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