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A Very Good Afternoon 

Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Albar, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Malaysia 

Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustam, Chairman World Youth Foundation 

Dignitaries, Guests and  Participants

A warm welcome to Historical Melaka – the cultural melting pot. I thank all of you, from far and near, for being here today, with the objective of contributing tangible ideas that can catalyze dialogue between and within different cultures. 

After the fall of the term ‘race’, the waves of feminism that characterized Europe in the 70’s and the 80’s, the 90's and the 21st century is experiencing an increase of mobility within the world’s population. Phenomena like globalisation, internet and media has invaded the lives of young people like never before. Today’s young are living and experiencing diversity in a way that is no longer only a political discussion but an everyday life challenge. It is not common to find that most of young European's have a professional friend or a classmate or even a life partner with someone who is of a different ethnic or religious background.  Diversity for young people is an increasing factor of their day-to-day life.

Therefore promoting intercultural dialogue between young people of Asia and Europe will help to remove some of misunderstandings and help them to live in a more harmonious world.  In this hall today there are 25 different cultures and I am sure the multiplying effect will be tremendous.. 
This Dialogue on Cultural Diversity is a follow-up to our early conferences in 2001 and 2003. After 9/11 there has been much talk about “a clash of civilizations”. Cultural diversity is a topic close to my heart. My parents are from 2 different continents – India and Africa who made Malaysia their home. I was brought up in an extended family of diverse cultures. I have traveled far and wide since my early childhood days and had the chance to explore the different cultures of the world.  I received my early education in a French missionary in Melaka and was brought up among Christian, Muslim and Chinese neighborhood. We lived and grew up like one big happy family. We shared our joys and sorrows like they were our very own. It has been a very enriching and interesting experience for me. Not once did I felt threatened or scared. Not once did I felt that I had lost my own culture or faith. Culture has been a unifying force rather than one that divide us. 
"We are One" will help to create and foster human networks among young people by encouraging a common vision. It will also increase initiatives in the field of Asia-Europe youth co-operation through the development of action-oriented youth initiatives. This Dialogue will contribute to forge partnership between Asia and Europe that is based in equal partnership, mutual respect and mutual understanding – all part of the ASEM process. It will provide Malaysia and Malaysian’s to showcase and promote its success story in maintaining racial harmony.  

Participants of this Dialogue had a chance to yesterday to stay with  Portuguese, Hindu, Chinese, Muslim families yesterday. Over the next few days they will have a chance to participate in intercultural games and craft demonstrations from the various countries. 
Many people deserved to be thanked for their contribution in organizing this  Dialogue in a record time of 45 working days. I would like to thank all sponsors and donors especially the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Youth and Sports for their generous contribution. We would like to invite both the ministries to be at the forefront of the follow-up process.  Our special thanks to our Chairman Datuk Seri Mohd Ali for always being a gracious boss.  I would also like to express our thanks to all those who have advised and guided us in organizing the Dialogue. 

But most of all I would like to thank my mum and dad for giving me this wonderful life to experience the different cultures of this world. 

Thank You. 
1st July 2007 
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