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UNDP Congratulatory Note
On behalf of UNDP, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate and thank the World Youth Foundation (WYF) on the successful organization and launch of the Malacca International Training Workshop on Environment and Disaster Management. This Workshop is intended to train young people to operationalise the Malacca Youth Declaration on Sustainable Development of Environment and Disaster Management, which was a commitment made by youths in promoting sustainability within the environmental and disaster management agenda. 
In September 2000, 189 world leaders met in New York for the Millennium Summit and adopted the Millennium Declaration. The Declaration contained eight mutually reinforcing time-bound Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to be achieved by 2015, and related targets, for eradicating poverty in its various dimensions.  One of the goals, MDG7, is to ensure environmental sustainability, which includes the target to integrate principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes. At the World Summits on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg 2002 and also in New York in 2005, there were many commitments made to protect biodiversity and improve ecosystem management. 

The Malacca Youth Declaration calls for youths to become key players in achieving environmental solutions. Youths can be an agent of change when there is commitment and conviction. Youths are the leaders of tomorrow but with this initiative, youths do not need to wait until tomorrow to lead. UNDP hopes that this training and networking will carry forward beyond this Workshop, and help to make a real difference towards improved environmental management.
I wish you a successful and productive Workshop. 

Thank you. 
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