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Good evening

Distinguished guest, ladies and gentlemen

On behalf of the World Youth Foundation, I welcome you to this International Training Workshop for Youth Representatives on Environment and Disaster Management.

The World Youth Foundation, established in 1994 is an international NGO whose aims are to promote research, development and documentation  of youth programmes beneficial to youth worldwide. Being a young organization  we have strive to work hard to achieve our objectives. Insofar since 2001, the Foundation  has organized 6 international conferences which from our evaluation  has been well received. We take cognizance in knowing that in some small way the work that we do has been able to bring about positive changes to the lives of young people.

Along the way we have also faced many challenges but we remain determined and focused. We will not be complacent and will seek to strive hard in pursuing our objectives.

For many years the issue of environment has been dealt in isolation. They were artificially separated from the various social, political, economic and human considerations. In August 2005 the Foundation organized the International on Environment and Disaster Management. The outcome was the Malacca Youth Declaration on Sustainable Development of Environment and Disaster Management

In my welcoming speech last year I mentioned that young people have shown great promise and aptitude in addressing environmental concerns. Therefore, including them is a goal worth pursing in its own right. They have the vision, they have the wisdom and they have the energy and they are clear about what they want.

This year this International Training Workshop was organized to provide them the platform to pursue that goal. Out of the 600 odd applications that we received 90 applicants have been selected to attend this international training workshop. they represent young people from 20 countries  from Middle East, Eastern, America. South Asia, Africa, Pacific Island, Japan South East Asia and ASEAN countries

This Training workshop focussed on how to empower and involve young people about promoting environmental awareness, sustainable development, knowledge exchange, capacity building, media and education.

Over the last 5 days you have worked hard to achieve the objectives of this International Training Workshop. You had the chance to share and create partnerships, had a live interview with Dubai Eye Radio and express your concerns of the environment, went on a field study trip to see the efforts of the Melaka State Government's contribution to sustainable development and selected an  15  Green Youth Ambassador’s representing young people  from 15 countries. . 

These are no small achievements and the Foundation will remain an active stakeholder in the follow-up activities. 

There are many people who deserve congratulation for their role in contributing to the development of this International training workshop. We appreciate  immensely the hard work by staffs both past and present, and volunteers for their time, passion and dedication. They are the Foundation's  most important  asset. We thank our Chairman Rt Hon Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustam for this motivation leadership in guiding us.

We owe a great debt of thanks to UNEP offices in Kenya, Bangkok and Middle East for their technical and advisory support. We would like to record our special thanks to UNEP West Asia office for sending Mr Ibrahim  Nouri whose guidance for the last 9 month have helped us tremendously in successfully planning and implementing this international training workshop.

We would also like to thank all our sponsors, the Economic Planning Unit of the Prime Minister's Department, the Ministry of Youth and Sports, the State Government of Melaka and the various ministries, corporate bodies and individuals for their generous financial aid. 

But most of all I would like to thank my family and friends for being my pillar of strength.

May God Bless You. 

Thank you. .

