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INTRODUCTION

Unemployment has remained another issue that continues to have serious effects on the development potential of young people in our society.

The root cause of poverty is unemployment, which leads to drug abuse, crime, commercial sex and increase spread of HIV/AIDS among the youths.

Estimate has shown by International Labor Organization (ILO) that about 10 percent of 100,000 graduates of the University and Polytechnics find jobs in the formal sector each year and this situation has resulted to unemployment, poverty, and drug dependency among youths. Another study by the World Health Organization (WHO) on youths has shown that the major cause of indulging in indiscriminate and unprescribe use of drugs is unemployment.

The incidence and depth of unemployment and poverty over past few decades continue to worsen. The Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) define poverty as the inability to have a diet that meets 2,100 calories per day. Unemployment and poverty have also be worsened by high incidence of diseases such as HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. The population of poor Nigerian youths has increased to 60 percent and for this the future of the youths is highly unpredictable and uncertain.

CAUSES OF UNEMPLOMENT, POVERTY AND DRUG DEPENDENCY AMONG OUR YOUTHS
· Lack of continuity in programs and policy by government and NGOs.

· Embezzlement in the country.

· Inappropriate planning and neglect of the youths.

· Political instability in the country.

· Cases of incessant prolong strike actions.

· Lack of good government has also contributed immensely to the poor status of the economy. This has a major on the issue of corruption and corrupts practices in the country.

EFFECTS OF UNEMPLOYMENT, POVERTY AND DRUG DEPENDENCY ON YOUNG PEOPLE
The increase rate of unemployment and poverty among youths leads to the following:

DRUG ABUSE: Drug abuse is a worldwide problem. The increase rate of unemployment among our young people makes them to use drugs either to change the way they feel or feel better and different. This increases poverty because addiction to these drugs drains the pocket more and they have to survive on crime and prostitution to make up life. Drug abuse has a physical, mental and social effect, physical injury also result from accident while drunk. Unemployment and poverty also makes the youths to go on self-medication due to lack of money for proper medical treatment.

CRIME: 60 percent of crime committed among our youth has been linked to unemployment situation in the country, poverty and indiscriminate use of drugs. Violence among the youths is in connection with drug dependency. for example, taking of stimulants which makes them go into armed robbery, murder and rape while depressants like alcohol weakens the body system which can make them fall victims of rape. This crime has made some of our youths end up in the prison.

COMMERCIAL SEX: Prostitution among youths results due to unemployment and poverty. Young girls resort to prostitution in order to survive. Prostitution has been known as one of the major risk factor in HIV/AIDS epidemic. Misuse of drugs due to ignorance has been found on youth commercial sex workers, they use drugs to prevent themselves from unwanted pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections (STI). They also use all kinds of drugs for abortion due to lack of money to care for the baby and medically this has proved high cases of complications in the normal body functionary.

INCREASED SPREAD OF HIV/ AIDS: Unemployment, poverty and drug dependency fuels the growing HIV/AIDS epidemic and the epidemic rate is high among youths in Nigeria. The factors that fuel this are prostitution, rape and sharing of needles among intravenous drug users.

MALNUTRITION AND DISEASE:  This is as a result of poverty and drug dependency. Drug dependency and lack of good nutrition weakens the immune system and the body is prone and exposed to diseases, which may lead to death. Smoking and taking of hard drugs can cause cancer and heart disease. Malnutrition and disease due to poverty has led to increase in street begging among youths.

MENTAL ILL HEALTH: One of the major cause of psychiatric cases found on youth is due to unemployment and drug dependency. There are now high cases of mental ill health youths roaming the street as a result of unemployment and drug dependency. Unemployment makes the youths and their family to feel unhappy. Some times frustration will set in and they go on suicide due to psychological effects and this is a public health concern.

Many families and the communities have lost their wards and relatives due to unemployment, poverty and drug dependency. 

RECOMMENDATIONS
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and government agencies such as the Drug Law Enforcement Agencies are trying to solve this problem through the provision of training, equipment and other vital forms of assistance. In the past years UNODC activities in Nigeria have focused largely on advocacy to ensure the prioritization of drugs and crime at policy-making level, and mass awareness-raising of these issues through the media.

Also different approaches has been employed in Nigeria, the creation of National Directorate of Employment (NDE) was target towards the youths with the aim of giving them vocational training and assisting them with income generating work through procurement of facilities. The introduction of the National Poverty alleviation Program, a national response to empower the youths.

Various NGOs, government agencies and the society should see that the future of our nation depends on this young people and for this they should create more employment for our youths and train more on vocational skills. Government should expand the economy to create employment opportunities. Government should support cooperative society, provide good educational environment. Data from federal office of statistics (1999) revealed that poverty and unemployment is higher among youths with lower educational attainment.

NGOs, private sectors and government should also put poverty reduction in their current and future project and embark on drug control. Government should also give compulsory treatment to those that have been affected.

Young people are the principle target for preventive action so government and donor agencies should support youth NGOs, and youths should be educated from the age of about ten years on the danger of drug abuse no matter the situation they find themselves.
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