INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON DRUGS AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

"Providing an enabling environment for young people to make choices” 

Melaka, Malaysia, 27-30 September 2004.

Presentation of current drug situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and role of the coalition of NGO in prevention and treatment of drug abuse.

Bosnia and Herzegovina is situated in South-East part of Europe, on area of 51,129 sq km of land. Country declares independence from the former Yugoslavia on 3 March 1992, after the referendum. Population is estimated on 4,007,608 in July of 2004. Religions are represents in following proportions: Muslim 40%, Orthodox 31%, Roman Catholic 15%, other 14%. The capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina is Sarajevo (400.000 habitants est.)
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THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTION IN PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF DRUG ABUSE IN BOSNIA

The number of addicts and drug abuse in Bosnia and Herzegovina has increased rapidly since the war end in 1995. This can be attributed to a number of factors: the high rate of unemployment, disruption of the social structure, an increased level of poverty and long lasting trauma derived from the war period (which lasted 4 years, from 1992 to 1995), together with its practical consequences. 

Estimated number of persons, which is using some kind of illegal drugs in the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sarajevo, is aprox. 3000. More of the half of them is intravenous opiate addicts (52,8%), according to the data from 2000, from source of Institute for public healthcare of Sarajevo Canton. After opiate, the most often addiction is cannabis type.

In B&H, treatment of addicts to the great extent is conducted at psychiatric clinics. Premise capacities for addictions at the psychiatric clinics are not proportional to the wide-spreadness of this population. For example, only Detoxification ward of Kosevo Hospital in City of Sarajevo has 10 beds for addicts. There isn't any other specialized institution dealing with addiction treatment in other big cities of B&H, so addicts are sharing rooms together with mental patients
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Sudden increase of drug abuse among youth and other groups of population have urged many experts and paraprofessionals to start offering help. But, there is no unique, standardized and harmonized approach to the prevention and treatment of drug addiction in B&H. Reasons to this are numerous.
On the first place we can surely put non-existing of National Strategy for prevention and treatment of drug addiction nor adequate State Law.

We can encompass above mentioned, with a fact of permeability of state border, the transition of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a state, which result of a sudden increase of the drug availability on black market and people which smuggling and dealing drugs. 

Next, state bodies did not show enough «sensitivity» to this problem. It is practically impossible to get the information regarding drug abuse from the authorized institutions. I.e. number of registered addicts does not exist. Information on amount of medicaments issued with or without a prescription which drug abusers are consuming, number of crimes committed by drug abused persons, number of juvenile drug abusers and other data are often not sufficiently reliable and valid. The problem becomes additionally complex, because there is no unique database, nor a resource center, which would point to the level of presence of the problem. General conclusion is that authority individuals either don't have or don't wish to make this information available to the public. 

It is evident a lack of collaboration and common action between private and public organization and institutions in order to resolve above mention problems. Until today, only one adequate connection has been established through the existence and work of National coalition for prevention and treatment of drug and alcohol abuse “Zajedno” (Together). 
NGO’S AND DRUG ISSUE

Some of Bosnian NGO’s offers to youth and broaden public different projects related to prevention of drug abuse. I.E. lectures which talking about harmfulness of drug is available to primary and secondary school youth. Special public events as a street run “Race against Drugs” and “NO DRUGS” rock’n’roll concert are promoting healthy life style and amusement without drugs. The role of addicts in recovery and organization as a UG PROI is inevitable. True-life stories of addicts in recovery are making significant impact in prevention of addiction among the youth. It is also worth to mention web sites www.narkomanija.org  and www.stopdroga.ba,  which trying to educate youth and prevent drug abuse through the internet. 

National Coalition for the prevention and treatment of alcohol and drug addiction in Bosnia and Herzegovina ''Zajedno'' (Together) is a good example to how some of problems can be resolved. Coalition was formed on a need for networking non-governmental organizations and governmental institutions, which deal with the issue of addictions at the area of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Coalition ''Zajedno'' on a state level is comprised of more than twenty NGOs and governmental institutions gathered in 5 regional Coalitions.
Vision of the coalition ''Zajedno'' is Bosnia and Herzegovina, as a country and society, in which are created conditions for a healthy life of all its citizens without drug and alcohol addictions.

In January 2004, coalition starts to implement the first phase of long-term public advocacy campaign which aims to develop National strategy for prevention and treatment of alcohol and drug abuse. Main activities were data collecting about organizations-coalition members, fact sheet development, preparing and implementation of survey on national level regarding the extension of problem of addiction among the youth, and web site development which also include data base on prevention and treatment resource in B&H. Coalition members increased sharing of information through Internet communication tools such as chat and forum. During the implementation of activities, coalition collaborated with Dr. Al Mooney, specialist in field of addiction from the North Carolina University, USA. More info about coalition “Zajedno” you can find on web site www.stopdroga.ba .

National Coalition was supported by America’s Development Foundation-ADF, thought Democracy Network II Program, funded by USAID. Program ended in August 2004.

As a conclusion, need for financial and technical support for further development of collaboration among governmental and non-governmental sector in Bosnia and Herzegovina, must be mentioned. Also, professional and paraprofessional staff working in the field of prevention and treatment of drug addiction will need additional education, in order to become more efficient in offering to youth and other group in risk programs and environment which support lifestyle without drugs, and to deliver better services to persons which have problems with drugs.

CITIZEN’S ASSOCIATION FOR THE SUPPORT, TREATMENT & RE-SOCIALISATION OF DRUG ADDICTED AND RECOVERED PERSONS – UG PROI

Sarajevo – Bosnia and Herzegovina
Address: Kotromanica 48, 71000 SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Phone/fax: ++387 33 615-053,

E-mail: ugproi@bih.net.ba  Web page: www.narkomanija.com/ugproi/
Contact person: Samir Ibisevic, president, Cell phone: ++387 61 250-656
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