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The World Youth Foundation with the cooperation of the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights Geneva, Ministry of Youth & Sports Malaysia and World Assembly of Youth successfully concluded the Asia Pacific Regional Workshop on Racism : Youth Tolerance in the New Millennium which was held from 27th – 29th July 2001 in Melaka, Malaysia.


The Workshop was declared open by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Malaysia and was attended by 140 young people from within the Asia Pacific Region. An Asian Youth Statement was adopted and will be put forward at the upcoming World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance that is to be held in Durban, Africa from 31st August to 7th September 2001. The Asian Youth Statement recommends the establishment of an International Media Code of conduct for the Print and Electronic Media and further recommended the establishment of an International Internet Code of Conduct for Internet Service Providers (ISP).

1. Preamble

1.1 We, the participants of the Asia Pacific Regional Workshop representing Asia and The Pacific, have embarked upon drawing up a mission statement dealing with the role of the youth in the center of the struggle against racism, which is:

For youth to play a more active role in fostering tolerance, understanding, peace, and harmony to build a better world.
Article 1 of the International Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination states that Racism is “Any distinction, exclusion, restriction or reference based on race, colour, descent, national or ethnic origin which has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing the recognition or exercise, on an equal footing, of human rights and fundamental freedom in the political, economic social, cultural, or any other field of public life”.

1.2 We recognize that nation states are impacted by globalization     (increased global movements of people and capital, blurring state  boundaries and increasing technological communications gap between ethnic groups in the region, leading to the increased exposure of people to new cultures and ways of life).

1.2.1 We are alarmed by the expansion of multi-national corporations (MNC) at the expense of human rights and child labor.

1.2.2 We note with deep concern the existence of conflicts between people of different cultures and beliefs, brought about by increasing migration around the world.

1.2.3 We recognize the immense influence of parents and siblings on the younger generation, and their inclination towards accepting the opinions of people whom they respect.

1.2.4 We note the efforts of previous world conference against racism but are saddened that a universally accepted and ratified agreement does not exist.

1.3 We sincerely hope to see people of all races, religions, cultures and nationalities living together in harmony, with open-mindedness, mutual acceptance, understanding and respect towards people who are different. Everyone should be allowed to hold on to his or her own belief. In doing so, we will work towards the ultimate aim of a Utopian society free from racism, xenophobia and discrimination.

1.4 We feel that the aim of region must be to create more universal awareness of racial equality and the need for racial unity. We are worried that the presentation of factual information about the problems of racism will be insufficient to change attitudes. Hearts must be touched by an awareness of the bonds that unite people of all races.

2. Recommendations

2.1 Legal and Political
2.1.1 We request that Governments acknowledge and observe the     recommendations of the Human Rights Treaty bodies.

2.1.2 We suggest the setting up of a monitoring body that works closely with local governments, regional caucuses and international bodies, to ensure tolerance in all sectors.

2.1.3 We recommend that there be international cooperation in the face of increased cultural plurality (i.e. immigrants and refugees).

2.1.4 We request that governments respect the recommendations made by the community and non Governmental Organizations (NGO) towards addressing intolerance.

2.1.5 We encourage governments to symbiotically promote racial harmony while moving beyond thus, to the appreciation of the cultures of diverse groups. We urge all governments to embrace multi-culturalism and culture diversity.

2.1.6 We recommend governments to keep racial and religious harmony at the forefront of all policies implemented.

2.1.7 We recommend that NGOs be further utilized as a means for fostering reconciliation with regards to conflict amongst marginalized minority groups.

2.1.8 We recommend that NGOs help integrate immigrants into the local communities, by developing workshops and programmes that can be widely implemented on the communal level.

2.1.9 We recommend further calls upon member states to adopt comprehensive domestic legislation that incorporates the principals, rights, duties, and obligation stated in the Human Rights Conventions.

2.1.10 We request that governments divert large portions of their   extensive military budgets towards much needed fiscal resources such as health, education, sanitation, and environmental protection and also use these funds to support the work done by NGOs.

2.2 Economic
2.2.1 We request MNCs to recognize that they have responsibilities to the indigenous and local people whose lands they have destroyed through their project development.

2.2.2 We urge International NGOs and MNCs to provide financial aid to local NGOs to combat racial problems.

2.2.3 We earnestly call upon governments to recognize that the poverty crisis propounds racist attitudes, and problem of poverty must be addressed as a steeping-stone towards eradicating racism.

2.2.4 We urge the World Trade Organization (WTO) to be impartial to all economies by implementing structural programs that assist in the inforcement of basic human rights.

2.2.5 We request international bodies and organizations such as the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to provide debt relief for developing countries who are unable to further economic development due to the high burden of debt servicing.

2.2.6 We request World Bank and IMF to review their policies on their loan schemes to create more leeway for developing countries.
2.3 Social/Cultural

2.3.1 We call upon governments to indentify people at the community level, who are adversely affected by globalization, to be trained in basic skills so as to aid their attempts to find jobs and upgrade.

2.3.2 We wish to promote more activities amongst families belonging to different ethnic groups, which encourage racial interaction and tolerance.

2.4 Technology and Media
2.4.1 We recommend the establishment of an International Media Code of Conduct (similar to the Code of Ethics for professionals, i.e. doctors, lawyers) for the print and electronic media to adhere to.
2.4.2 We recommend the establishment of an International Internet Code of Conduct for Internet Service Providers (ISP) to adhere to.

2.4.3 We recommend adequate planning and regulation of all factions of the media (print and electronic, including the Internet) to encourage the appreciation of multi-culturalism and ethnic diversity.

2.4.4 We encourage greater objectivity when providing perspectives when providing news coverage on worldwide events. We seek constructive transparency and humane reporting through all forms of media.

2.5 Education
2.5.1 We call upon all governments to develop and implement educational programs, which create awareness amongst migrants and locals through the organization of regional workshops, campaigns, and cultural exchange programs with example of the adoption of a Racial Harmony Day. This day is designed to allow all peoples to express their culture free from fear of retribution and to encourage people to learn about and accept each other.

2.5.2 We request all governments to provide financial assistance to programs which will lead to the training of future leaders,  to provide cultural exchange programs and opportunity for affordable overseas study which will provide these young people with exposure to other cultures and thus increase not only levels of education but understanding and tolerance of other cultures.
2.5.3 We urge the United Nations to work in conjunction with member states to develop sustainable and far-reaching anti-racism educational campaigns that are implemented and facilitated at a communal level.

2.5.4 We also urge governments to educate local population about all ethnic groups in their country on their origin, religion and culture in order to increase the level of tolerance and harmony throughout the region (e.g., integration with other races through project groups).

2.5.5 We request equal access to high quality education to youth of all racial and socio-economic levels.

2.5.6 We require all governments to recognize the importance of vocational development as a means to providing people with the skills to jobs.

2.5.7 We request the promotion of non-violent methods of conflict resolution in the education system in order to guard against intolerance.

2.5.8 We wish to promote constant “sensitivity training” (knowing others by knowing yourself) towards tolerance amongst educators and leaders because of the moral influence they possess with regard to issues of racial harmony.

2.5.9 We urge the boards of education in the respective countries to include representation from all ethnic and cultural groups in order to promote racial and cultural harmony.

