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Good evening, 

Distinguished guest, ladies and gentlemen

On behalf of the World Youth Foundation, i welcome you to this “International Conference on Drugs and Young People:Providing and enabling environment for making choices” at Melaka, Malaysia. In our traditional Malay greeting I say “Selamat Datang” to all of you. 

This International Conference on Drugs and Young people is an important international forum for all of us especially those concerned with issues related to drug use, young people and mental health. At this conference we come together to meet, to share and to present our work for dissemination and comment, to learn from each other, and ultimately to improve your practice when you return to your workplace. 

We are delighted to welcome every delegate to this conference, and extend the warmest welcome to those who have traveled from distance part of the world;  from Europe, Africa, America, Australasia and the Asia Pacific. We look forward to meeting you, hearing your views and we hope you will take an active role in the conference. 

A wide no of topics will be discussed from drug policies, to Challenges and Effective Responses, from youth facing the challenge of drugs in the Asia Pacific region , to  what is the link between unemployment, poverty and drug dependency among young people , from how do you  prevent drug problems amongst young people, to the impact of drug-law enforcement on young people;  from what is the impact of media and technology in terms of promoting substance use; to how to reduce drug related crime, from how  successful are drug courts and drug diversion programmes ; to links between substance use and sexual activity and the importance of building relationships with families of young people;  to name afew. 

There are many people who deserve congratulations for their role in contributing to the development of this conference. We appreciate immensely the hard work by staffs of the Foundation, program consultants and program managers. 

We owe a great debt of thanks to UNESCAP for engaging Ted Noffs Foundation as program consultants and their invaluable technical and advisory support, we thank our sponsors the EPU of the PM’s Department, the Ministry of Youth & Sports Malaysia, Maxis Corporation , the State government of Melaka and the various ministries for their generous financial aid without which this conference would not have been possible. 

In parting let me once again remind you that improving the health and the well being of our young people is an investment in the future of our nations. Not only is this a goal worth pursuing in its own right, it also contributes to achieving government objectives in the areas of education, economic development and welfare among others. 

Young people want to be involved in decisions that affect them – at the personal level and at the community level. They are clear about what they want. Making this happen is up to all of us by providing an enabling environment for our young people to make choices. 

We hope you will find this International conference on Drugs and young people stimulating and enjoyable, and we trust it will meet your high expectations. 

Last but not the least let me seize this opportunity to congratulate the Chairman of The WYF, Hon Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustam on his recent victory for being elected as a  Vice President of UMNO. 

May God Bless You. 

Thank you. 

